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SUMMARY  

Seasoned nonprofit executive with successful track record in fundraising,  

financial management, and leadership development with staff and volunteers.  

EXPERIENCE  

Reid Park Zoological Society, Tucson, AZ - President and CEO  
July 2009 - Present  

● As the Chief Executive Officer, I lead the organization in strategic planning and 
developing the tactics to achieve the strategic priorities set for a Zoo with annual 
revenue of approximately $12 million. Key accomplishments include construction and 
opening of veterinary hospital, elephant exhibit, front entry, World of Play and others.  
Successfully expanded contract with City of Tucson to manage zoo operations, started 
endowment and reserve funds and established Reid Park Zoo Foundation.  

● Responsible for ensuring fundraising goals are set and developing relationships with key 
donors. With the team, we have received five gifts of $1 million or more including two 
gifts of $5 million or more during my tenure.  

● Build relationships in the community with all constituents including volunteers, members, 
donors, corporate partners, elected officials, government partners, media, and vendors. 
These relationships have enabled the Zoological Society to put a measure on the ballot in 
2017, winning an election to provide the Zoo with public support through a sales tax to 
make improvements to facilities, animal well-being, and conservation education.  
● Ensure the right staff are in the right positions for the organization, lead and motivate 
staff while ensuring that best practices and legal compliance for human resources are 
followed. I am very proud of the team I have developed and I particularly enjoy leading 
staff to develop and achieve their professional goals.  
● Provide staff support for the Board of Directors to assist them in setting meaningful 
agendas for productive meetings, assure timelines and processes are in place to meet 
strategic goals set as well as compliance with bylaws and requirements. 

 
 

 



 

United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona, Tucson, AZ  

CFO and Senior VP Operations, 2006-2009  

Chief Financial Officer 2002-2006  

VP Finance, 1999-2002  

Controller 1996-1999  

Accountant 1993-1996  

● As Senior VP Operations, led areas of fundraising, finance, facilities, and information 
technology for a United Way with total annual revenue of approximately $13 million.  

● Acted as COO for United Way Capital Corporation, a support corporation which held 
buildings rented to nonprofits aligned with United Way’s mission.  

● Provided staff support for the Campaign Cabinet, Finance Committee, Audit Committee, 
and Capital Corporation Board of Directors.  

● Developed and implemented program for donor advised funds, with approximately $1 
million annually in revenue.  

● Oversaw budget, audit, and compliance reporting for grants including federal grants 
through the State of Arizona of approximately $800,000.  

EDUCATION  

University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ - Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration with Double Major in Accounting and 
Management  
Information Systems  

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND AWARDS  

Visit Tucson (Convention and Vistors Bureau) – Immediate Past Chair  

Southern Arizona Cultural Leaders Consortium, Former Chair  

Planned Giving Roundtable, Board Member 

United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona - Audit and Ethics Committee  

Women Leading the Region, Biz Tucson, 2024 

Pima County Back to Business Task Force, Attractions representative 2020 

Honorary Member Beta Gamma Sigma, University of Arizona 2016  

Community Service Award, League of United Latin American Citizens, 2016 

Co-Chair, Yes on Pima County Bonds, 2015 

Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things - University of Arizona Eller College 2012  






